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Combination Feeding (TPN +TEN) Protocol 
 

TPN 

TEN continues or  
Is initiated  

start trophic TEN at 10 
to 20 ml/hr and advance 
TEN to goal as tolerated 

Patient able to take PO 
volitionally? YES 

NO 

Functional GI tract? 

YES

Continue 
TPN 

Clear 
or full 
liquid 
diet

Tolerates clears 
or full liquid 

diet? 

YES 

Advance to solid food

GI tract function improved? 

Tolerates Solid foods?

Start Calorie counts

YES 

NO

WEANING TPN or TEN 
- reduce TPN or TEN by ½ of goal 
- TPN can be reduced by ½ of goal or to 

less than 24 hour infusion time 
- TEN can be cycled to 12 hour nighttime 

cycle to encourage appetite during the 
day 

- follow calories counts 
 

Wean TPN or TEN off once patient 
consuming ½ to 2/3 of nutritional needs 

Need TPN long term? 

YES 

NO

Obtain appropriate catheter for 
home TPN 

NO 

Evaluate ability to take 
PO diet 

TEN 


